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PART IV-=~DATE OF ARTAXGRXES! DECREE TO RESTORE AND BUILD JERUSALER
In the consideration of so important a ling of prophécy as that of the
twenty=three hundred days, it 1s most essential t‘ha't the date of its beginning
’ be de‘bemir}ed with as much certainty as possible, . It is beyond the province
of this Cmiﬁtee to deal with the "c}'le_ologi‘cal_ evidence that the seventy weeks \{ "
and the twenty-three hundred days have the seme point of origin, but the sole.
object of Part IV-will be to debtermine, if possible, the exact year in which
Artexerxes! decree to build and restors Jerusalem was given, |
From Dera 7:7-26, it is quite plain thet the de.cree of Artaxerxes was given
in the seventh year of his rei@, and that Tzra, acting upon» this decree, left
Babylon on the first dey of Nisan end arrived in Jeruselem on the first day of
Ab.  (Bzre 7:9) In order to determine this year Accurately," in terms of our
caleﬁdrica-l system, it is necess.ary to lmow (a) how the c»hro_novlogical years of
a king were nemed end reckoned, (b) =t whet point in the year the new yoar ceme--
whether spring or féll--and (¢) how to inte-rpreffhe date 'Ehus found in terms of
our calendrical system, The problem has been studied according to the following
outline:
A The detemlnatlon of chr_on_ologlcal mg-,_?l-_lod.
B. The location of wellwaub hen‘cicated eclipses as anchors.
C. The application of proper chronological methods to the reigns of
- kings, checking the same by the Canon of Ptolemy and with various
olay tablets found in excavations of the sites in question and
da’bed with dei‘inite years in the lting's reign, .

D, TFinal applicetion of the various principles in the working out of
the definite date,

A, Chronological Method Verified by Biblical Sy'nchmni?m? - o

Scholars are not united in applying the term "accession year," used in con- ' /
néction with the rulers of encient kingdoms, It is spoken of as "accession year"

on the dated tablets, but in Scripture it is usually referred to by the statement,

decmmmme—m~began to reign in the ==m-= year of memew, ! (1 Kings 22:41; 2 Kings



Part IV-=Date of Decrsewm-g

13:10; etc,) Many refer Lo this sys’ceﬁx by Ehe term "antedating, "l

Upon the propér interpretation of this term "accession year", depends the
correct reckoniﬁg of any chrénblo‘g_ical period, for otherwise the length of &
king?s rule may be an eﬁtirs vear out, Over a period covering the reign’of
several kings it is easily seen that this error would rapidlj mount up,’making
any accurate\detgrmination impossible, The problem is vastly greater then -
teking some s?ecial king list and‘adding together the lengbhs of reims, If
possible the:method used in recording the number of years of a king's rule
must first be determined.

In Seripture, however, thére are piven e series of references where cer=
tain yearsfof e Jewish ruler are equated with certain years of a corresponding
| Babylohian ruler during the reigns of Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnszzar, snd Amel—
Marduk thet show clearly how this accession year is considered, 3y study of
Teble I, ppe 5, 6,2 one will notice eight of these so~called synchronisms

marked "S" as follows:

Synchr&nism Noe 1

"The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the
fourth year of Jehoialim the son of Josiah, king of Judah; that was the first
vear of Nebuchadmezzar king of Babylonj The which Jeremiah the prophet spake
unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitents of Jerusalem, saying:
TFrom the thirtecnth year of Josiah the som of Amon, king of Judah, even unto
this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the Lord hath come
unto me, and I have spoken unto yom, rising early end speelting; but ye have not

hearkened," Jer, 25:1s3,

L Albright, w.P,, "The Seal of Flialkim," Journal of Biblical Litersature,
LI (1932), © ,g See also Mowinckel, "Die Chronclopie der isracliilischen und

jldischen Kbnige," in Acta Orlentalla, % (1932), 200-20L,

2 The Igyptian chronology followed here is accordlng to J.He 3reasted's
"History of Fgypt," 1912 edition. Psambik rei;med 5l years, b1v1ng way to
Necho in 60% 3B, C., pp. 581, 582, Thus he begen his reign in 663 B, C,, with
vhich date A,T. Olmstead, "History of.Assyria", pe Ll7, agrees., Ashurbaniapal
reigned 22 years end died in 626 B, C., (p. 627.) Nabopolassar revolted and
ordered his subjects to date their business records by his year as king of
Babylon, (pe 63L.) The earliest dated tablet in Nabopolassar®s reign is for
2 yrm/;-mo./@ de, (Strassmaier, "Zeitschrift fiur Assyriologie," Vol. IV, 136),
Necho began to reign in 609 B, C. (Breasted, "History of Bgypt," p. 502.)
Nacho killed Josish; the people appointed Jehoahaz lking., ilecho deposed him and
appointed Jehoiskim king. (2 Chron. 35:20=36:L; 2 Kings 2%:20-3%5), Josiah
reigned 31 years. (2 Kings 22:1),
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The seme formula is used for recording the "accession year" of Jshoshez
(2 Kings 23:31), end also that of Jehoiakinm (verse 36), as was used in record=
ing that of Josish (2 Chrone 34:l)s Mewewmmcemc= WaS m--==s=== years old when

he began to reign," showing thet his age is reckoned to his eccession year,

end not to his first year, Twenty-three. years cover the time from the 13th

of Josieh through the accession and three months of Jehoshaz, and the éoces.sion
of Jehoiakim, up to and including the latterts Lth ye‘g.r.3 Only by so doing |

‘can one make these 23 years span the period required, for Jewish reckoning

is alweys "inclusive raol:oning,"u"baking' account of both the opening end
closing y_ears' in eny given period,

Synchronism No, 2 |

' UThe word tihat came to Jeremieh concerning ell the peoﬁle’ of Judah in the
fourth yeer of Jvhoiekim the son of Josish, king of Judah; that was the first

year of Nebuohadnezzar king of Babylon.” Jer, 25:1,

' Here the Lth year of Jehoiakim equals the 1lst year of Nebuchadnezzar,

3 This year was the date of the battle o:f' Carchemish where Nebuchadnezzar
defeated Necho, (Jer. L6:2). Breasted, ("History of Egypt,” p. 583,) mekes
the battle of Carchemish 605, but Olmstead, ("History of Paslestine and Syrie,"
ps 510,) puts this ocampaign correculy in 60)4. G. Cameron, ("History of Larly
Tren," pe 219,) infers the seme dete by making Hebuchadnezzar's reign 60L-562,

L‘-—A—-clear example of Minclusive reckoning" is seen in the -fact thab. Jem .
hoiekim rebelled after serving Nebuchadnezzar three years., 2 Kings 2L:1.
necause of the conditions spoken of in the next few verses, a fast was pro=
claimed (Jer. 36:9). Jeremiah wrote & message which is read to Jehoiakim,
who in emger cut the roll and burned it., Jer, 36:22, It is cQuring this same
year that Nebuchadnezzar had the dream of ’che grect image (Den, 2), and Deniel
interpreted it for the king,.

Nots,,~=The 1dea of counting the entire death year of a king as an integral
part of his reign, and beginning the first year of the su‘oceedmg ¥ing with the
- beginning of the next calendar year, is an ordinary procedure in Biblical chron=
ological reckening, Notice how it is followed in the chronology of the pat=~
- riarchs, Adam was 130 years old vhen he begat-Sethy

According to Gen, 7:6, 11, Noah was 600 years old in his 600th year--not in
his 60lst year, as is reolconed in modern times, Therefore Seth was born in Nosh's
600th year, and at the beginning of his 601lst year Seth was counted as one year
old, So the record in Cen, 5: 3-5 checks, Adem lived 800 years after he begat
Seth and all his years wers 930 (800 plus 130)., In this way no fractions of
years are counted, and yet the chronology is accurately maintained, This methed
mey be checked by figuring the yeocrs of Hethuselah's life, 3y eny- other method

he survives the flood ysar,
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Coupling the reco@ized length of Nabopolassarts reig (21 years )5 with the
feoct that the eclipse of the moon, taking place in 621, occurred in Jm:'he fifth
year of h.is reigm,6 ."gives né al’cema’cive but to meke the "death yea;f" of Nabo=
polassar the "ascession year" of_lIébuchadnezzar as shown in the teble, Thus
the statement in Deniel 1:1--"In the third yearvof ‘the reign_ of Jehoiakm King

ARy

-of Judah ceme Nebuchadneziar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and beséige& 1t e

‘is in perfect harmony with Jeremish 25:l,. Nebuchadnezzar was king=-it was his

5 The latest dated tablet for Nabopolassar!s reign is for 21st year/ 2mo./

19 da, (Strassmaier, "Zeitschrift flir Assyriologie," Vols IV, 1L45.) This was
also the accession year for Nebuchadnezzar, as well as the 3rd year of Jehoiekim,
thus accounting for the statement in Daniel 1:1, end 2 Kings 2l;:1s Nebuchadnezzar
at this time took Daniel and his compenions captive and this year was the first
year of the 70 years! captivity, as prophesied by Jeremiah the followlng year,
(Jer, 25:1-11), Pholemy!s Cenon agrees (Wachsmuth, Curt, "Studion dor Alten
Coschichte" (1895), ppe 305, 306) in giving Nabopolassar 21 years, Cameron,
("History of Darly Iran," p..-219) places Nebuchadnezzarts reign as 60L-562,
forgetting his accession year in 605, He has Nabopolassar's reign as 626-60L
(p. 239, but tablets and scholars agred in giving him 21 yesrs, If 626 is his
accessiin year, 625 is his first year, and 605 would be his 2lst and the accession
year of Nebuchednezzar,. : :

6 "Tn the fifth year of Nabopolassar, vhich is Egypbian~l27th year of Neb-
onassameclose to the eleventh hour--27th or 28th of the FEgyptien month Athyr,
some one noticed the moon at Babylon commence her eclipse, Formed in the great-
est phase of this eclipse a quarter of the diameter of the meridinal part of
the luminary, Since the eclipse commenced at five hours after midnight, and
reeched the center about six hours, which made in that case at ‘Babylon, 5 1/_2
to 1/3 hours, the sun was exactly in the 27th d. 3! of the rem--it is clear theat
the time of the middle of the eclipse was for Babylon, 5 1/2-1/3 hours equinoxs
ial, and for Alexendrie, 5 hours only after midnight, Or the time since the
epoch is 126 Dgyptian years, 86 days, 17 hours equinoxial.” (M, Halme, Transe
lator, "Composibion Mathematique de Claude .Ptolemee," (2 vols,), Paris, 1813,
Vol,.II, 3L0O £,) This corresponds to April 21, 621 Bs Ce, the year in which
the Seroll is found, the 18th of Josiah, (2 Kings 22:3-1L; 2 Chron, 34:8-22),

Notey==Caludius Ptolemy (A, Ds 70=~151) was & native Dgyptian mathematician
end astronomer, According to his own personal testimony, he observed the heavens
at least from 127 Ae De==151 Ae Ds, doing most of his work at Alexandria, He
compiled a list of kings, starting with the reign of the Babylonian ruler, Na=
bonassar, beginning his "era" with the first of the month Thoth of the year
747 B. Ce, the Dgyptian New Year, He used & yearly "yard-stick" of exactly
365 days, thus meking the New Year wander back through the months at the rate
of one deay every four years, This list of kings from Nebonassar dowm to his
own time is known as the "Canon of Ptolemy,” "In his "Almapest," tho latest
translation of which is in French by M, Halma, entitled, "Composition Methe-
matique de Claude Ptolemae™ (2 Vols,, Paris; 1813-1816), he rccords eclipsaes of
sun and moon falling in certain years of various reigns, thus securely emchoring
his king-lists, Many of these eclipses have been carefully checked vwith other
sources’ (see Pinches, T. G., "Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeolorzy,
Vol., II, ppe. '193-201_;3, end according to S. R. Driver, "the recently-discovered
contemporary monuments have fully established the accuracy of the Cenon, "
("Enoyclopedir Dritannine " 1lth ed, Vol. TTT, n, 0%1, note 25)

it



COMPARATIVE CHRONOLOGIES OF NEOBABYLONTIA, PERSIA,
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EGYPT, AND ISRAEL, 627 B. C. - 443 B. C.
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apcession year. The next year was counbed his first year, Thus the twentye

three years of Jeremish reach back to the "death year" of Ashurbanlapal and the

"gocession year" of Nabopolassare

Synchronism No. 3

" Jehoialim was twenty and five years old vhen he begen to reign; end he
reigned eleven years in Jeruselem: and he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lord his God, “Against him ceme up Nobuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and
bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon, Nebuchednezzar also carried of
the vessels of the house of the Lord to Babylon, and pub them in his temple &t
Babylon, Now the rest of the soks of Jehoiakim, and his abaminations which he
did, end that which was found in him, behold, they are written in the book of
the kings of Israsl and Judah: and Johoischin his son reigned in his steads
Jehoiachin was eight yeara old when hé began to reign; end he reigned three
months and ten deys in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lord, And when the yeor was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar sent, and
brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the house of the Lord,
end made Zedekish his brother king over Judah end Jerusalem," 2 Chron. 36:5-10.

"ot thet time the servents of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ceme up.
ageinst Jerusalem, and the oity was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon ceme against the city, and his servents did besiege it. And Jehoiachin
the king of Judah went out Lo the king of Bebylon, he, and his mother, and his
servents, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon toock him
in the eighth year of his reign." 2 Kings 2l1:10~124

Jehoiekim reigned 11 years (2 Kings 23:36), Jehoischin reigned three months
a.ncl then was taken prisoner to Babylon in the same year, which also became the "
sccession year of Zedekiah, as well as the first year of Jehoiachin's captivi‘cy.
~ Inasmuch as the king is not dead, he is counted as ruler, end Zedekiah is
thought of as a regent ruling for him, Therefore the period of his captivity -
- is ‘en important .cme.7 The discovery of sbemped jar hendles in Palestine with
Jehoiachints name on them, verifies this hypothesis, (See Albright, op. cite
" ppe T7=8L, 102, 103), Thus the 11th year of Jehoialkim®s reign, the accession

year of Zedekiah, end the first year of Jehoiachints captivity are equated with

Athe 8th year of Nebuchadnezzer, The Babylonians had been before Jeruselem for

nearly a year., (Jersy 39:1; 2 Kings 23:1).

7 The fifth year of Jeholachin?s captivity is the year of Ezekiells call,
Tzes.l:le It is also the first year of the reign of Psambtik II. (Olmstead,
"History of Palestine and Syria," p. 523; Breasted, "History of Ezypt," p. 601)e
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Synchronism o, L

o

' uphe word that came to Jeremish from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedew.
kiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth yeer of Nebuchadrezzar,"
Jer. 32:1. ’ . . .

' That the accession year of Zedekish was properly equated with the 8th .
year of-NebuohaanzZar is shown by the above synchronisfn; This would be the
only way the 10th ysar of Zedekiah could synchronize vﬁ.’bh_‘bhe 18th year of
8 - . | . N “

Nebuchadnezzar;

—

Synchrcnism. Noe 5
| “.Andb it ceme to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth
month, in the fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Jerus=
alem ceme wnko me, saying, The city is smittens" Bzes 33:21. ’

Here the 12th year of Jeholachin's captivity is synchronized with the
lst year of the "snii’cing of the city," Ezekiel received word on the fifth
day of the tenth month, and the "EemPle_ was burned the tenth day of the fifth

moh‘ah; so it took practically five months for the mews to reech him,

Synchronism Noe 6

Mand in the eleventh year of Zedekish, in the fourth month, the ninth day
of the month, the city was broken up." Jer, 39:2.

"Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was The
nineteenth year of Nsbuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, ceme Nebuzaradan, the
captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem,”

Jer, 52:12 ‘
‘Mand in the Fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, (which is the
nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, ) came Nebuzaradan, the

captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem,"
2 Kings 25:8,.. - :

Here the eleventh year of Zedekiah is synchronized with the nineteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzare. This is the date of the third and final campeign

against Jerusalem,

8

It was in the year 588--the 17th year of Nebuchadnezzar and the 9th -
year of Zedekish that Hophra (Apries), begen his reign in Zgypt. (01lmstead,
"History of Palestine end Syriall p. 525; Sreasted, "History of Egypt,” D 601, )
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Synchronism No, 7

"n the five snd twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the
year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the
city was smitten, in the selfseme day, the hend of the Lord was upon me,
and brought me thither," Eze. L0:1,

The twenty-fifth year of Jeholchints capbivity is synchronized Wi'bhvth_e

fourteenth year of the smiting of the oity,

Synchronism No, 8

"And it ceme to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the capbivity of
Jehoiachin king of Judeh, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day
of ths month, end Evilemerodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his
reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth
out of prison," . Jers 52:31, T

' The thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jéhoichin is synchronized
with the first year of Evilemerodach (Amel Merduk), This limits Nebuchad-
nezzar's reign to L3 years, as shown in Table I, page 6,%

By a comperison of these eight synchronisms with the details of the
Teble I (pp. 5, 6)s snd with Chart A (ps 11), it will be noted that they cover
the entire period of Nebopolassvar's and Nebuchaednezzart!s reigns.

Tf one will take the pains to follow these various synchronisms through
" point by point, he will find that the trensition made between the sacred and
gecular chronology is so firmly snchored that it 1is impossible to move & peg
one way or the other, This is all the more remarkable as it is the firé’c and

only place in Biblical history when this is done. These syrichronisms extend,

therefore, from the accession year of Nobopolassar through the accession years

9 The labest dated tablet for Nebuchadnezzarts reipn is L3 yr./ 5 mo./
9 da, Ungnad, "Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmaler," Heft III,"j'éssv. Ptolmey!'s
Canon agrees, (Curt Wachsmuth, "Studien der Alten Geschichte,” p. 305). The
letest teblet for Amel Marduk is dated 2 yr./ 5 mo.,/ 17 da, (Clay,"Babylonian
Bxpedition,® Vol, VIII, pe. 3h.) This year is also the accession year for Nergel
Charusur. The earliest teblet found for him is dated Acc, yr./ 3 mo./ 20 da.
(Ungnad, "Vorderasistische Schriftdenkiler,” Heft IV, 32),  Ahmose begen his
reign in 569, (Olmstead, "History of Palestine and Syria," p., 536; Breasted,
"History of Bgypt," p. 601). The latest tablet for Nergal Sherusur is dated

L yr./ 1 mo./ 2 da, (Gvebts, "Nersal Sharusur,” p. 69). The earliest tablet
found for Nabunaid is dated Acc, yr./ 2 mo./ 15 da, (Clay, "Babylonien Ix-
pedition," Vol, VIII, p. 3¢). Much archaeological evidence has been found
indicating that Belshazzar is a historical character, the son of Nabunaid
(Nabonidus), and co-regent with him on the throne of Babylon. (Dougherty, R. Ps,
"yebonidus end Belshazzar," pp., 137, 192).
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of both Nebuchadnezzar and Amel Marduck (Zvil-merodach), giving three instences
of the use of the "accession yeai-" idea.

From a careful study of these data, the :E‘olloﬁing im?orica:n'b, method ofv

chronological reckoning is demonstrated; nemely, For purposes of chronology,

the entire last calendar year of a king's reign is pgiven to that monarch,

and is also called the accession year of the following ruler, the next year

being called the first year of the new kizig.

B. Location of Tlell-Authentiosated Telipses as Anchors

AAbll of the above data 'Iﬁaf)r be verified without the use bo':f.‘ sny definite

. enchor in the way of harmonlzing 'bhg dates ‘of these ancient lcingdoms with our
modém calendrical system, That is, the ‘synchronisms between Biblical ané.
profene history do not rest upon the a.st.ronomioal de'bemina’cion.of any of these
lines, So far as ‘Ehe synehronisms go, they would be true regé.rdless of where |
the whole block of years was placed in the space of btime, bubt in order to
interpret any of these dabtes in terms of modern reckoning, recourse is had to
defi.ni’c"e events that are linked up with astronomical phenomena, |

.During this period. from the reign of Nabopolassar to the reign of Arta=

xez;xes, there are recorded two events ha.pp‘ening in the time of eclipses of the
moon, both in Egypt eand in Babylon; one taking place in the fifth year of

| Na.bopoiassgrlo (621 Be Co), and the second in the seventh year of Cambyses

(523, B. Co)all

10 566 Wote 6, pe L.

11 the eclipse of the moon in the Tth year of Ceambyses has been attested
by two witnesses, Ptolmey'!s Ceanon and the Cembyse (LOO) Tablet, "In another
eclipse arriving in the Tth year of Cambyses--uhich.is the 225th year of Na-
bonasser 1 hour before midnight on the 17th or 18th of the Egyptian month -
Phemenoth--one saw in Babylon the eclipse of the moon of the part of its die-
meter in the northern part, . . ., which corresponds to 22l Bgyptian years, 196
days," (Halma, M., "Composition liathematique de Claude Ptolemas,"” I, 341, 3L3).
The Cembyse Tablet as translated by Strassmeier says, "On the Tth of Cambyses,
in the night of the 15th Dazu, 1-1/2 kasbu (3 hours) after the nightfall, the
eclipse of the moon was entirely visible, It covered the northern helf of the
disk of the moon,” (Sidersky, "Ztude sur la chronologle Assyro-~Tabylonienne,”
Paris, 1916, p. L1; Klgler, "Zeitschrift flir Assyriologie,”" Vol, XVII (1903),
233), ”
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By the use of the principle befors stated, whereby the death year of the
king 1s called the acces_sién.yéar of the succeeding ruler, by use -of the informe
ation obtained from the Camcn of Ptolémjr, and from the da’cgd tablets found in
.~ the excafatipné, ’che reig;ns_of the %rar:ious kings ‘pe'bween Nabdpolaésar and
‘Cembyses are seon to it exactly iﬁtd the interval nedéssary‘from the fifth
year of Nabopolassar to the ’seven'l;h year of C‘am‘byses,zlg- ‘a.‘s;'\"showm in Chart 3

(pe 13) end 2 continuation of chronological Table II (p, 1L}, .

‘ 12 The latest tablet for Nabunaid is dated 17 yr./ 9 mo./ ? da. (Strass-
maier, "Zeitschrift flir Assyriologie, IV, Nabunaid, 1055), Ahmose reigned for
L5 years, and died in 525, Psamtik III ruled but & few months when the country
fell into the hands of the Persians, and became one of the provinces of that
netion until Alexanderts time, .(3reasted, "History of Zgypt," pe 595).
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552 _19 54 46) B 4 1
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549} 21 51 49 AT Te
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543 27 , &3 CL g | Lo
542 28 o4 56| G i 17
541 29 63 57 Eﬁns 18
540 30 & 58 9 |
- 539 El 6T 8¢ i1 Q:,\ruid- 2
538 3 69 6q Dariss |
531 3 & af 2
536 34 1o [ Q:_.}»-us(!) 3l -
535 35 )4 —
534 z(, ) 5
533 B 2n)
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531 39 &) 8
530 40 Cg_w}}%stz‘g) 2
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528 42 2
527 43 3
5206 44 4
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523] “y 9 1l2epa
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5R2 T ‘ 8
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C. Application .of Chronolov:.cal Ne’chodolosy to the Reigns of Pers:w.n K:Lngs
===~ W

g

' Having discovered the chronclogloal method used in recording the reigns of
Babylonian rulers, it is not difficult to appiy it in continuing the dates for
the reigms of the various kings fram the time of Cembyses dovm to the time of
Lrtexerxes, This has been done in the con‘c:.nua'bion of the main 'bable, (111),
ppe 16, 17, g;ivmg a 1me for each year,

Thus, Derius! accession year is found to be 521, with 520 as his first
&ear, and 51¢ as his second year, vhen the deéree for the restc‘;ra'bion é_i‘ Jor=
usalen was made, ‘Ez'ra LL:?}, 2Li; 6:8-12), )

Tablets have been found which harmonize vrii:h the Canon of Pbolemy and vhich
show that Darius relgned for 'bh:.rty-s:x years .13 This mekes 1,85 both the last
.year oi‘ Darius end the accession year oi’ }Ler:s:es.:l‘l‘L At this time Artabeanus |
usurped the throne for & few mon‘chs, but still this seme year can be counted
as the accession ysar of Arbtaxerxsés. Thus the yoar L6l is at vonce the death
year of Xerxes, the accession and death ysar ova.x'Eabanus_;, and the accession
" year of Arta:cerxes. (see con’clnua‘c:s.on of Table III, pp. 16, 17,)

D, Final Applica'{::.on in Working out of Definite Date for Tth Year of Artaxerxes

It is a recogm.zed fact emong the scholars dealing with the problem, that
N ’ch‘e"Ba‘byTon“IQnsf"da-‘l:'e'd“thé"fc'omnen_cemen'b ori’:":"cheiﬁ “yeay in the-spring about -the-—— -

time of the vernal equinox.l5 That the Jews had a system of double reckoning

13 the lstest tablet found for the reign of Darius is dated 36 yr./ 6 mo./

22 da, {Peiser, "Keilschriftliche Acten Stdlcke,” XIZ). This would make Xerxes

 accession year ;85 end his first year L8l, Olmstead, "History of Palestine and
Syrie," pe 560, places L85 as the last year of Darius, but counts the 21 years

of Xerxes as beginning that year, not giving any roaom for Zerxes accession year,

L The latest record found for the reign of Xerxes is an Arsmaic papyrus

Tiram & community oL Jewish mercenaries Tocated =t Yeb, labter i 1ew3hanu1ne’*dated‘*““"“ R —

in the 2lst year of Xerxes, Sayce, A. H., and Cowley, A,, 'Aramaic Papyri Dis=
covered st Assuan," Plate B). According to Diodorus, Xerxes was murdered by
Artabanus, who took the throne and reigned some seven months., Thus the year L6l
would be the accession year of Artaxerxes, That he came to the throne some time
in the fall of the year is evidenced by a comparison of Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1; and
Tzra T:7=9, .

15 gugler, F, X., Sternelunde und Sterndienst in Babel, Tueh IT, Teil 1,

Pe 26,
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may. be seen from the fact that their sacred ysor begen in the spring m’:bh'.'th‘e
first new moon following the vernal equinox, and the fact that the oivil year bew
gan in the fall at the first of Tisri which was the first new moon i‘ollomng

the avbumeal equino:c. That this was true may be shown fram & comparison of
Vehemish 1:1, 2:1, ead Zare T:7-S. |

In Eehemiah 1:1 the prophet is speakmg of & v:.s:.t to Shushan 'bhe pa.lace,
m fhe month Chisleu in the twentieth year,., After the eventso-f Chapter 1, ‘
in the first verseof Chapter 2,.‘che prophet goss on to relate succeeding events
that happenea in the month of Nisan in the seame twentieth year of the king,

This shovvs that in the twentiech year of the king, the month Wisen, which was
in the spring, came afbter the mon'Lh Chisleu, or the nmbh month, vhich was in
the fall, If this sequence happened in the twentieth year, it would happen
in any year, therefore in the__firs’c year.

In Tzra 7:7-9;, the prophet spesks of leaving Babylon on the first dey of
the first month, end arriving in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month
in the seventh year of the king, If the fifth month of the year followed the
first mon’ch of the year in the seventh year, it would have the same order in the
twentieth year,. or in the first year, Therefore, the reckoning of the regnal
years. by uhe Jews bcgan sometime between the fifth month and the ninth month,
61l of which is in harmony with their two systems of calendrn.ca.l reckoning at
the present time, their civil year beginning in the fall and thelr sacred
year in the spring. (See Chart C, p. 20.)

Char’c D (p. 21) is spreadAou't over the years L65 to L56, and shows
graphically=-whether one accepts "ohe Sabylonian reckoning of time or the
Jevrish reckoning-~that the seventh yeer of Artaxerxes would fall in the year
157, Anyone teking the time to go through the data submiﬁ’ced herewith must
be convinced that any other year than 57 for the bepimning of the 2300 years, -
in the Tth year of Artaxerxes, could be mamed only through a lack of talting

'mder consideration the various factors involved, such as the method of applying
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the term "accession year," the synchronisms given by Biblical and profane
history, and the.anchors given bj asfronomical observaﬁion. |

There seems to be no other date in histofy that.has been more firmly
established both from Biblical and history standpoints, than this seventh
year of Artaxerxes.' Then one realizes that L57 B, C. is the starting point
of the great twenty-three hundred day prophecy, reaching from thet time
dowﬁ past_the_cruoifixion to the time of the great Judgment hour, one is
deeply impressed wiﬁh'the infinite care taken by the Lord in preserving such

an important record as this,

Lynn Harper Vood
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